
In City of Elyria v. York Internatl. Corp. (N.D. Ohio June 7, 2005), 
N.D. Ohio Case No. 1:03CV2079, 2005 U.S. Dist. LEXIS 10889, the 
United States District Court for the Northern District of Ohio granted 
the Elyria City School District and Lorain County Joint Vocational 
School District Boards of Education standing to assert breach of con-
tract (applies to claims arising prior to 1994) and detrimental reliance 
claims against the York International Corporation for moving its busi-
ness to Kansas.  The corporate move is alleged to constitute a breach 
of an enterprise zone agreement, which granted the company tax abate-
ments in exchange for operating its business in the City of Elyria. 
 
The case is now set for a March 6, 2006 trial date. Stay Tuned! 

Volume II ,  Is sue  VII  
Ju ly  2005  

S.B. 6 takes effect August 12, 2005.  The 
Act establishes the “Partnership for Contin-
ued Learning” to promote systemic ap-
proaches to education.  Under the act, the 
Partnership must (1) support regional 
efforts to foster collaboration among pro-
viders of preschool through postsecondary 
education, (2) identify the workforce needs 
of private sector employers in the state, and 
(3) make recommendations to facilitate 
collaboration among education providers 
and to maintain a high-quality workforce. 
 
H.B. 115 proposes creation of the Educa-
tional Regional Service System (ERSS) to 
provide support services to school districts, 
community schools, and chartered nonpub-
lic schools.  The bill also proposes estab-
lishment of an EMIS Advisory Board to 
recommend improvements to the Education 
Management Information System.  The bill 
was reported to the Committee on May 18, 
2005. 
 
H.B. 203 proposes a requirement that the 
board of health of a city or general health 
district to inspect the sanitary condition of 
schools and school buildings within its 
jurisdiction annually rather than semiannu-
ally.  The bill was reported to the Commit-
tee on June 2, 2005. 

A Brief Legislative Update 

Mark your calendars -  August 19,  2005 ,  is  the next  School Law 
Seminar date .   Registrat ion for the School Law Seminar is  
l imited to  the Cleveland,  Ohio location at  this  t ime.   Registrat ion 
material  can be found on Pages 3-4.   
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Lawsuit Against Abate and Run Corporation 

Proposed NEW IDEA 
Regulations Issued 

The U.S. Department of Educa-
tion has announced proposed 
regulations to implement the In-
dividuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Improvement Act of 2004 
(IDEA) and invites public com-
ment.  An unofficial copy of pro-
posed regulations can be found 
at www.mcgownmarkling.com/
IDEA.php. 
 
Information on “Bringing the 
New IDEA Directly to You!” 
can be found on Page 5. 

“Where liberty dwells, 
there is my country.” 

 
Benjamin Franklin 

Did You Know? 

Did you know that no person may be 
arrested on the Fourth of July in the 
State of Ohio?  See R.C. 2331.12. 

More Legal Briefs on Page 2 



 

 

In State ex rel. Midlam v. Greenville 
City School Dist. Bd. of Edn. (June 
17, 2005), 2005-Ohio-3061, the Ohio 
Second District Court of Appeals held 
that an administrator who obtained 
continuing contract status in another 
school district, and who served at 
least two years as an administrator in 
the Greenville City School District, is 
entitled to a continuing contract in 
Greenville as the administrative con-
tract was not renewed.  The Second 
District found (1) the amount of time 
served past the two year mark to be 
irrelevant, (2) the two years is calcu-
lated at the end of the contract termi-
nation date rather than the nonrenewal 
date, and (3) no board action is 
needed to grant a continuing contract 
in these circumstances - it is auto-
matic. 
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Continuing Contract Automatic Only Required Duties Insured 

In Knapp v. Nationwide Agribusiness 
Ins. Co. (June 17, 2005), 2005-Ohio-
3060, a ninth grade social studies 
teacher left school early and went to a 
hobby shop in pursuit of a model air-
plane of a Wright Flyer to be used in a 
new cooperative learning exercise the 
teacher had planned for his class.  After 
leaving the hobby shop and heading 
home, the teacher was severely injured 
in an automobile accident.  The teacher 
sought coverage under the school dis-
trict’s underinsured motorist coverage.  
That coverage was denied by the Ohio 
Second District Court of Appeals be-
cause the teacher was not performing a 
duty related to the school’s business at 
the time of the accident (a requirement 
under the policy) since the teacher was 
neither legally nor contractually obli-
gated to drive to the hobby shop to pur-
chase a model airplane for his class. 
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